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The latest Scuttlebutt can ALWAYS be found on our 
Squadron Website for your information. 

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: 

https://www.abcnorthalabama.org/
Or.     https://www.facebook.com/abcofnorthalabama 

Scuttlebutt
Monthly Newsletter

View our Calendar of Events at:

 https://www.abcnorthalabama.org/ 
Or      https://americasboatingclub.org/
Or   https://americasboatingchannel.com/

C A L E N D A R   O F   E V E N T S

19 SEP General Membership Meeting. -  
1600 - 1700. -  Lake Guntersville 
Yacht Club

27 SEP EXCOM  -  1800  -  via ZOOM

8-11 OCT Florence, Alabama Weekend Cruise.  
-  TBD

25 OCT EXCOM  -  1800  -  via ZOOM

T H E   B R I D G E

COMMANDER Cdr Richard W. Walter, AP
Res: (256) 230-5047

EXECUTIVE OFFICER Vacant

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER P/C Chris M. Whitacre, AP
Res: (256) 882-6909

ADMINISTRATIVE Lt/C Chuck Wills P
OFFICER Res: (256) 505-7773

SECRETARY Lt/C Vern Gehm, AP
Res: (256) 882-9515

TREASURER Lt/C Tina Walley
Res: (256) 776-0993

P U B L I C A T I O N S   S T A F F

EDITOR P/C Richard J. Raymont, SN
Res: (256) 533-5369

WEBMASTER Paul Tatum
Res: (256) 975-6702

FACEBOOK/ Charles Farmer 
INSTAGRAM Res: (256) 508-5188
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COMMANDER’S LOG 
Cdr Rich Walter, AP         rww2488@earthlink.net

I was looking through some old family pictures this week, and saw a couple of me from around five years of 
age fishing in an old wooden boat with my parents.  I also remember we had some of kind of outboard motor, 
likely a 3 HP Evenrude.  We often sent long hours out on the water and my most significant memory was being 
held in parental captivity for long periods of time, the anchor down, bobbers in the water, hoping the bobbers 
might someday disappear.  I never did catch on to the lure of fishing, but I did grow to enjoy boating.  I built my 
first go fast boat out of marine plywood when I was 16, and have owned various types of runabouts ever since 
that time.  I enjoyed taking my kids out in their childhood years, sleeping out on the boat, traveling across the 
Chesapeake Bay to different marinas for the weekend, or pulling them on various water toys.  They still enjoy 
going out together as young adults to swim and ride the boat, and it is fun to listen to talk about owning a boat 
when their life allows.   

I don’t miss the 14 ft wooden boat from my childhood, and I really like the performance and comforts offered by 
today’s larger boats.  But my reasons for boating remain the same.  Being on the water is the one place I seem 
to totally relax, the scenery is second to none, fellow boaters are the best of people, and I are sure to find 
something totally new just around the next bend in the river.    

Fall is approaching and it is my favorite time of the year for boating.  Make sure you check out the October 
boating event.  Not everyone in the club owns a boat, but check the announcement details for members who 
offer to let you join them on their boat.  

Check out this awesome picture from the local area taken by Paul Tatum from his dingy.  It makes me want to 
get out on the boat!  

“Twenty years from now, you will be more disappointed by the things you did not do than by the things you did 
do. So, throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. 
Dream. Discover." - Attributed to Mark Twain 

Take care and stay safe. 
https://americasboatingclub.org
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C Chuck Wills, P         willscharles@gmail.com

C A L E N D A R   O F   E V E N T S

Fall General Membership Meeting – Please RSVP 

Sunday, September 19, 2021, 4:00 – 7:00 PM  

Location:  Lake Guntersville Yacht Club, 498 Yacht Club Road, Guntersville AL 

Phone: 256-506- 7773 or email: willscharles@gmail.com to RSVP or ask questions. 

Rain or Shine, plan to join the gathering at the Lake Guntersville Yacht Club.  Chuck and Amy Wills will provide 
a meal and make a collection at the event to cover the costs.  Please bring your own drinks.  

If weather permits you are welcomed to enjoy the pool.  If weather permits, we will stay outside for the event 
but the ballroom will be available if we need it.   

Please RSVP to either the phone number or email above no later than September 15. 

See the calendar of events with latest updates here:  

Web Site:  https://www.abcnorthalabama.org/ 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/abcofnorthalabama 

America’s Boating Club:  https://americasboatingclub.org/ 

America’s Boating Channel:  https://americasboatingchannel.com/ 
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Club Activities 

The club took a summer break from activities in August but a quick look back on the year was quite fun includ-
ing the planning meeting at the Yacht Club, the Fish Fry at the Walley’s, the Flint River Kayak trip, Short Creek 
raft out and more planned to fill out the year.  

Check out this awesome Pre-Ida storm photo (29 August 2021 at 6:17 PM) from the Lake Guntersville area 
taken by Paul Tatum 
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SECRETARY 
P/C Vern Gehm, AP         bvgehm@hiwaay.net

23 August 2021 EXCOM Meeting 

The August 23, 2021 EXCOM was held at 1800, via zoom, with attendance by CDR Rich Walter, AP; LT/C 
Chuck Wills, P; P/C Chris Whitacre, AP; Lt/C Tina Walley; P/C Jimmie Pruett, AP; P/C Jim Pruett, AP; Lt Lisa 
Shier, JN; and P/C Vern Gehm, AP.  CDR Rich Walter conducted the meeting.  The Fall D17 Conference will 
be held 12-14 November.  The Fall Governing Board will be August 29 - September 5 at the Hilton Raleigh 
North Hills, NC.  The membership will be requested to provide Merit Mark inputs in the next month or so.  Min-
utes of the last meetings were approved as provided via email.  A new roster and the revised Handbook, up-
dated by Melissa Tatum, have been distributed to the ABCNA membership.  There will be a General Member-
ship Meeting at the Lake Guntersville Yacht Club on Sunday, September 19th from 1600 – 1900.  It will be on 
the outdoor party dock with Covid precautions, as necessary.  Chuck will have food catered.  The cost will be 
prorated.  Mike and Tina will monitor Covid restriction and restaurant availability to determine if the cruise to 
Florence can take place on 8-11 October.  Paul Tatum has completely taken over maintenance of our website.  
The December 5th Christmas Brunch will be held at the Gehm’s in Huntsville.  Times are to be determined.  An 
ABC Course will be taught at the Lake Guntersville yacht Club on September 18th.  Lisa will teach Weather be-
ginning October 19th, via zoom.  Seamanship will be taught after Christmas.  Let Chris or Lisa know your edu-
cation interests.  Tina reported on the status of our finances and recent activities.  The meeting adjourned at 
1845. 

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER 
P/C Chris Whitacre, AP         hrsar2@att.net

Lisa Shier has offered to teach the Weather course starting 19 October 2021 and ending before Christmas 
break as a virtual course.  Please let me know if you are interested so we can get the materials ordered.  Cost 
for the Weather Course is $65.00 per person. 
  
We are planning to teach Boat Handling, which replaces the Seamanship Course, beginning in February, yes, 
we moved it back so as not into interfere with Weather.  Current plan is for it to be an in person class at Latham 
United Methodist Church, starting on 8 February 2022 at 1800.  The class should last no more than 2 hours 
and should be done in 8 weeks or less depending on how fast we can cover the material.  Cost for Seaman-
ship is also $65.00 per person.  Please let me know if you are interested so we can get the materials ordered. 
  
Our next America’s Boating Course is schedule for 18 September 2021, at Lake Guntersville Yacht Club so tell 
your friends or any one you find looking for a boating course that we have one just around the corner.  As al-
ways, please let me know what course you would like to see us offer next.  As you know, things are beginning 
to return to normal very slowly.  Therefore, we will continue to try to plan courses and seminars that can be 
done based on the restrictions existing at the time of planning. 

www.abcnorthalabama.org
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SAFETY OFFICER 
P/C Chris Whitacre, AP         hrsar2@att.net

September is here so the boating season may be winding down for some, but for most sailors the fall winds are 
just around the corner, so it’s time to get ready to go sailing.  Time to check the rigging, mend the sails and be 
sure the iron jenny still works.  Yep, fun on the water never stops.  Of course then neither does work on the 
boat. 
  
To check your rigging on small sailboats, just look over the stays and shrouds while the mast is down to be 
sure there are no kinks or frayed spots in the cables and if you find those spot then either repair or replace as 
needed.  Also, check all of the mast and boom hardware to verify all is in good, safe order so we don’t have 
any unexpected crashes while sailing.  If you have a larger vessel, someone may have to go aloft to check the 
cables and hardware, which takes more time going up and down each group of stays and shrouds.  Have a 
good time and check it all out before you put a lot of stress on it. 
  
Mending your sails just takes time to look for the weak spots, torn areas or frayed spots, then practice your 
round or flat seams and make it all like new again.  You can replace your sails and some may need it, but that 
can be expensive.  Just lay the sails out in a nice clean empty room or outside on the clean ground and check 
all the edges, boltropes and batten pockets to be sure all is as it should be. 
  
Oh, the iron jenny, that’s the motor that some sailboats have.  We need to make sure that it will run well when 
and if we need it.  It’s a bad day when you can’t sail where you want to go and the motor won’t get you there 
either.  Just take a little time and flush out the old fuel, maybe change the spark plugs and check the oil.  Look 
at the owner’s manual and be sure the scheduled maintenance has been done and that the engine works.  
Check out the Engine Maintenance course for more info. 
  
Let’s get ready to go sailing for the fall winds are heading our way.  After we check the rigging, fix the sails and 
get the iron jenny tuned we can head inside for snacks and rest break before heading out for a beautiful day on 
the water.  Let the fun begin!! 
  

Yours in Safe Boating!
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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Dry and Wet Boat Storage
RV Park

Fuel Sales and Snacks
Greenways

293 Ditto Landing Road SE * Huntsville, Alabama
office: 256.882.1057 * fuel dock: 256.883.9420

www.dittolanding.org

Tennessee River
MM 334



Scuttlebutt Editor
1912 Colice Road
Huntsville, AL 35801


